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Size and Quality of the Soviet Merchant Flcct

At the end of 1965 the Soviet merchant flecet
included 1,075 dry corgo shins and tankers totalling
9 million deadweig:i “onn.  Tanlers made up more
than onc-third of ="n sinage. About 50 percent
of the total tonrc 2 ¢insisted of ships 5 years
old or less; anoth~: 24 percent were from 6 to 10
years old. The flr2t vas seventh largest in the
world after Liberi~., tho United States, Great
Britain, Norway, J. .an, and ¢veece, in that order
and accounted for cohproximaln’ o 4 percent of won"a

a total tonnage I oo
weight., It will <hon no

world and will be ¢ oFf

flecets.

37 and 13 million dead-
onably rank sixth in the
the world's most modern

tonnage. At the o © o 1057 fleet will includio
approximately 1,77 Coonovota ing 9.7 million
cdeadweight tons. . - oo oend of 1970 the fleot

" should number betwoeon 1,429 on” 1,500 ships with

Most of the,shjps added to the Soviet flect
since 1960 are as 1

tecehnicnlly advanced as their
counterparts in the Free Vorld; however, partly

because the Soviet flect ig uscd primarily in
Soviet trade it is ill-~cquipped in some respects
to compete with TIreco Vorld fleets on other routes.
in line with the typical pattern of Soviet foreign
trade, most Sovict dry cargo ships are designed to
carry general cargo in once direction and bulk cargo
in the other direcction., The Soviet flecet lacks
large ships specinlirad ass bullk carricrs, and
specialized gencral cargo ships designed for low-
cost transportation on specific trade routes,

such as are found in the morec progressive TIrcc
World flecets. In addition, draft limitations in

'Soviet seaports have prevented the USSR from

building the very large tankers, which have the
lowest operating costs per ton-mile. None of the
newest Soviet tankers are larpger than 48,000
deadweight tons; tankers of more than 250,000

deadweight tons are being built for certaln fleets
in the Free World.

This ranking is basced on tonnage registered by flag.

Most of the vessels flying the Liberian flag arc
owned in other countries.
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